
NOTTINGHAM TRENT STUDENTS’ UNION 
Minutes of UNION GENERAL MEETING – TUESDAY 24TH JANUARY 2012

Attendees

Jonny Ellison (JE) – Vice President Student Democracy (Chair)
Andy Schulten (AS) – President
Lekan Adebanjo (LA) – Vice President Societies
Phoebe Nicolaou – Vice President Student Services
Caitlin Hayward – Vice President Welfare and Involvement
Abbie Cullen – Vice President Education & Representation
James Fleming (JF) – Vice President Sports
Dommy Szymanska – Clifton Liaison Officer
Toby Mitchell – Brackenhurst Liaison Officer
Bethan Summons, Jason Dalton, Sam Roberts, Marcus Boswell, Kyle Clark, Rhidian Barrett, Ed Murray, Lauren Jackson, Josh Martin, Rhys Legate, Edward Breeds, Simon Dutson, Dorota Rachel, Lilly Beek, Amy Halliday, Lauren Russell, Mark Naylor, Christian Barker, Charlotte Jones, Rachel Tabram, Chris Clutterbuck, Freda Agbana, Joshua Mills, Areum Lee, Sanga Byun, Anna Kaurtaukov, Michael Bergs, William Barton, Matthew Dent, Laura Gilkes, Rohan Mash, Dan Yeomans, Emma Gill, Rachel Woods, Rowan Stephens, Paul Timerl, Kate Henry, Robert Edwards, Nigel Lawrence, Emmanuella Olelola, Heather Collier, Glenn Boland, Kieran O’Shea, Alex Whittle, Tom Johnstone, Prudence Bowlej, Robert Clegg,  Jermzyne Taylor, Ed Littlefield, Jamie Angel, Kewvio D’Sonya, Grant Rolne, Lewis Martin, Josh Burbridge, Caitlin Barry, Tamia Emilion, Nick Collins, Samual Gubbs, Anika Roydev, Rebekah Da Silva, Charlie Hetherton, Josephine Southwell-Sander, Priscilla Nyarko, Richard Yorke, Julia Hinchcliffe, Emily Green, Anna Caidan, Laura Stanton, Lyle Dubsow, Joanna Skelton, Charley Greening, Tom Pearson, Lewis Bell, Holly Reuran, James Martin, Charlotte Griffin, Brogan Jones, Anisha Hathi, Lucy Bayliss, Ross Murray, Alice Pryor, Rhianne Halpin, Roxy Wickes, Daniel Burden.

Apologies

Societies – City Christian Union, Hindu, Let’s Get Cooking, Chinese, Politics, Fashion, Criminology, Korean, Pride, Vegetarian, Malaysian, Gamer, Libyan
Absent

Ellen Funston – City Liaison Officer 

Minutes

JE ran though agenda to attendees of meeting. 

Union finances
JE informed the attendees of the latest finances of the Union. JE explained that the Union has generated a less of a profit this financial year compared to last year; this was due to the fact that Byron building has closed and thus there is no SU-run bar at the City Campus. JE said that this smaller profit is still good considering there are no outlets at the City site. 

JE also explained that the Union has continued to increase its cash holdings to £638,000 and the reserves now stand at £662,000.

No questions were received from members at this point.

 Results from referenda
JE informed the attendees of the results from the referendum on the proposed constitution which was held in December. JE told them that the members voted YES to the new constitution and thus it was implemented. JE said that this meant the process of the SU registering as a charity as per the new charity laws can now be started
JE also updated attendees on the referendum vote to implement a new code of conduct for the elected officers, this was also voted as YES by those who voted and thus was implemented.

Big Ideas update
JE updated members on the Big Ideas that students have proposed to the Exec.

JE said the SU met with the owners of Spanky Van Dykes to implement a cheaper student-friendly menu 

JE also explained that due to students concerns and what the SU have been saying, that they will increase the speed of the internet in all UPP halls to a 5mb base rate and a 10mb upgrade rate.
JE also updated the members on the fact that a new path has been built at the Clifton campus between Blackwells bookshop and the CIB due to a student campaigning on the issue.
Redevelopment updates

JE updated attendees on the latest developments of Bocca at City campus

JE also informed attendees about the redevelopment to Byron House, adding that development should begin at the end of February 2012.

Motions proposed
JE informed members that a number of policies have been proposed for attendees to vote on, as the meeting has exceeded quoracy any vote taken can be legitimately voted upon.

JE introduced three separate environmental-related policies to be voted on: Environmental Policy, Catering policy and Fairtrade policy, giving information about all of them.
JE then suggested the meeting take all three policies as one vote, the members voted the following:

YES: 93
NO: 0
ABSTAIN: 0

The policies were therefore approved and implemented

JE then introduced the attendees to the Democratic Processes Document proposal. JE informed the committee that the Democratic Processes Document will be a major revision of how democracy is run in the Union. JE proposed that the document be split into three different sections which each section to be voted upon separately,  ‘changes to student directorate’ , ‘changes to submission of Big Ideas’ and a vote to update the Executive Officers job descriptions.

JE first gave the reasons why the student directorate will change, JE then ran through the reasons why the system for submitting Big Ideas should change and finally giving an explanation why the officer job descriptions need to be updated.

JE then asked for the attendees to vote on the three sections with the results as followed:

i. Changes to the functioning of the student directorate
        YES: 89
        NO: 0
        ABSTAIN: 4
Therefore this section of the Democratic Processes Document was approved
ii. Changes to the way Big Ideas function

          YES: 91
          NO: 2
          ABSTAIN: 0



Therefore this section of the Democratic Processes Document was approved

iii. Vote to update the Executive Officer job descriptions
YES: 92
NO: 1
ABSTAIN: 0


Therefore this section of the Democratic Processes Document was approved



JE then asked could the attendees vote to ratify the document as a whole:
YES: 92

NO: 1

ABSTAIN: 0

Therefore the Democratic Processes Document was approved and will become policy of the Union

Executive Elections update

AS informed the attendees about the dates for the Executive Elections with the dates provisionally being as follows: 

Nominations Open – Monday 30th January, 9am

Nominations Close - Friday 17th February, 5pm

Candidate Briefing – Monday 20th February, 4pm (City Campus)

Manifesto Deadline – Thursday 1st March, 5pm

Campaigning starts - Monday 5th March, 9am

Brack Q&A - Monday 5th March, 6pm, The Orangery

Clifton Q&A - Tuesday 6th March, 6pm, The Point

City Q&A - Thursday 8th March, 6pm, Newton (Room TBC)

Voting Opens – Monday 12th March, 12pm


Voting Closes – Friday 16th March, 5pm

Results Counted – Friday 16th March, 6pm

Results Announced – Saturday 17th March, 10pm (Ocean)
A student raised their hand to ask AS if any extension will be given to candidates who have assignments in during the dates of campaigning. AS said he had reached an agreement with the university to give a week’s extension to any candidates who have assignments in during the week that voting opens and closes.
Exec Video
JE introduced a video produced by the Students’ Union about the activities of the Student officers since the last UGM.

Exec Q&A

JE invited questions from the floor about the Students’ Union.

A student asked JF if he plans to get involved in the planning and opening of a new University swimming pool. JF said he was not aware of this but will look into it.

A student asked JE about when the increases in internet speed in UPP halls will be implemented, JE said this should be around April time.

A student asked LA if there is any way for the Union to collaborate with the university to introduce a faster sign up process to sign up to societies, utilising the University’s N number system. LA responded by saying the process is already as simple as possible and is not needed, it is also set out the way it is for insurance reasons. 

JE thanked students for attending and closed the meeting.

